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Pal&siya or ParCsiya, a "man of Pal&sa or Partisa" which is
an actual and well-known name of Magadha, of which Pali-
bothra was the capital. It obtained this name from the Paldsat
or Butea frondosa, which still grows as luxuriantly in the
province as in the time of Hwen Thsang.1 The common form
of the name is Pards, or when quickly pronounced PfiJs, which
I take to be the true original of the Greek Prasii. This deriva-
tion is supported by the spelling of the name given by Curtius,*
who calls the people Pharrasii, which is an almost exact
transcript of the Indian name Parftsiya. The Proxiakos of
is only the derivative from Paldsaka.

According to Hwen Tbsang's estimate the province of
Magadha was about 5000 U, or 833 miles, in circuit.8 It was
bounded by the Ganges on the north, by the district of Banaras
on the west, by Hiranya Parvata, or Mongir, on the east, and
by Kirana Suvarna, or Singbhum on the south. It must,
therefore, have extended to the Karmnasa river on the west,
and to the sources, of the Damuda river on the south. The
circuit of these limits is 700 miles measured direct on the map,
or about 800 miles by road-distance.
As Magadha was the scene of Buddha's early career as
a religious reformer, it possesses a greater number of holy
places connected with Buddhism than any other province of
India. The chief places are Buddha-Gaya, Rnkkuiapada, Rfija-
gfihat Kusdgardpura, Nfilanda, Ittdrasdaguha, and the Kapotiku
monastery, all of which will be described separately, whilst the
smaller places will be noticed in the account of Hwen Thsang's
route to the more important localities.
1.    Juliea's 'Hiouen Thsang/ i. 151 : 'caetlide beaus M$-mt on
kanaka  (Butea frondosa),   Jaissaicnt pendre  lours  flcurs  d'un   rxmge
iblcmissant.'
2.    'Vita Alexaadri,' ix. 2.
3.    Julien's 'Hionen Thsang.' ii. 409.